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MODERN DWELLINGS

Modern homes are expressive of the kind of life that goes on
within them and around them. Materials, methods of building, and
designs should be as up to date as the generation using them.

Climatic and geographic conditions influence Modern dwelling
designs. Regional interpretations of Modern houses are being built;
for example, where lumber is the traditional building material, it
is used in a modern manner. The earliest Modern houses expressed
chiefly functional and structural honesty and consequently were
sometimes too severe. The later houses are better designed be-
cause they are lower and more horizontal in line, and show more
variety and individuality. The roofs of Modern houses are usu-
ally flat, hipped, or with a single slope. Windows are large and
plentiful and located in bands, on corners, or wherever needed.

An important characteristic of the Modern house is that it in-
vites its occupants out of doors, through many doorways to the
various sheltered living areas adjoining the house. Indoor and
outdoor space are well integrated through the use of large win-
dows or glass walls arid projecting flat roofs or vertical wall exten-
sions. See pages 191, 192, and 193.

A good Modern house is the result of organic planning, starting
from the interior and letting a plan grow naturally out of the
functional requirements of the members of a family. Elimination
of partitions is a practical feature. The living room, dining room^
hall, and music room are now often planned as one room, some-
times with partial partitions for various functional areas. A Mod-
ern house is uncluttered because of the ample storage space pro-
vided in special partitions and many closets.

Formerly separate enclosed rooms were necessary for heating
purposes, but central heating has now obviated this problem. Two
of the new methods of heating are radiant heatmg which emanates
from pipes laid in subfloors, walls, or ceilings, and solar heatirig
in which sunlight falling on glass, walls or large windows helps to
heat the house. Double glass provides the necessary insulation.
Air cooling is an important modern feature in some climates.

The Modern house of today is true to its time, place, and pur-
pose. The Modern house of tomorrow will no doubt be different
from today's because of new materials and prefabrication.